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" Your work is nothing compared with mine in
the fields. What is the boiling of rice and the
making of a curry ? It is of no consequence.5'
"Very well; we shall see about that 1" replied
the indignant wife.
The next day when he returned from a fatiguing
morning in the fields, instead of a savoury curry,
piles of boiled rice, and saucers of tempting green
chutney, he found raw mutton, raw rice, unground
curry ingredients, pepper, ginger, coriander seed
and cocoa-nut, and a pot of butter. They were
neatly arranged on green leaf platters.
"What is this?" he cried angrily. "Am I to
have no dinner ? *
"There is your dinner, husband," she replied,
pointing to the unappetising array. "Since you
declared that cooking was of no consequence, I
thought it unnecessary to trouble about it."
The village system is little understood by the
peoples of the West. It is an example of what
home rule can do if confined strictly to the area
of village government. Offences against the un-
written law of the community are tried by the
punchayet, the village council. The five members
of the council are chosen from among the chief
men of the place. They give their services gratis,